Utilizing Your Display Board At A Tree Giveaway
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Even though conservation districts have been around for over 50 years, there are still new ideas and
new educational opportunities to be utilized and new groups to be educated concerning agriculture and
the environment. Hopkins County has started using their display board to educate future tree owners
during their annual tree giveaway.

Conservation districts across the commonwealth have tree giveaway events during the spring. The
personnel who have been involved in numerous tree giveaways in the past have all answered the same
guestions repeatedly during the event. These questions including, but not limited to, how tall will the
tree get, what will the tree look like, will the tree bear fruit or nuts, etc. are important questions for the
potential tree owners. However, answering these questions for each customer while giving the trees
away isn’t an efficient process.

The Hopkins County Conservation District has started using their district display board during these
events. On the board, they include detailed information about each type of tree included in the
giveaway, including pictures. Debbie Boyd, district administrative secretary, stated, “I have information
on every kind of tree that we are giving away, including the type, how big they grow and what locations
are good for planting. Also | have information on how to care for the seedling and how it should be
planted.” Boyd also includes a picture of each tree that is available. The Hopkins County Conservation
District urges other conservation districts to employ this method to help educate the tree recipients and
be able fill orders more quickly and efficiently.



