History of the Kentucky Envirothon 

The Envirothon Idea is simple – combine the proven concepts of hands-on education with the excitement of good competition and the fun of spending a day in the outdoors. The Envirothon is a series of hands-on contests in which teams of High School students compete to solve environmental problems. The event works much like an athletic competition with the state winner competing in the National Canon Envirothon.

The first Kentucky Envirothon started in 1999 with a one-day statewide competition. This was held Saturday, April 17th, at the Feltner 4-H Camp in London, Ky. There were 27 ​teams from 25 counties (135 students) that participated in the first year’s state competition.  The students were tested on their environmental knowledge in five areas: soils, aquatics, forestry, wildlife, and wildfire management. The top three teams were Adair County HS - third place, West Carter HS - second place, and Caldwell County HS - first place. Caldwell County received a paid trip to compete in the National Canon Envirothon at Humboldt State University, California. 

The second Kentucky Envirothon competition was held May 12th and 13th, 2000 at the Kentucky FFA Leadership Training Center and the Yellowbanks Wildlife Management Area near Hardinsburg, in Breckinridge County. There were 10 teams that qualified for the state competition through two regional competitions which were held at - Dawson Spring’s Riverside Park in Hopkins County and Cave Run Lake Twin knobs Recreation Area in Rowan County. A total of 40 ​teams from 31 counties (200 students) participated in the regional competitions. 

Caldwell County High School won the soil, forestry and wetland sites on its way to defending their crown. Adair County High School gave the best oral presentations and finished in second place over-all. Woodford County High School won the wildlife site and finished in third place. Marshall County won the water site and finished in sixth place over-all. Caldwell County High School by winning the state competition received a paid trip to the Canon Envirothon Competition held in Nova Scotia. 

During the 2001 Kentucky Envirothon Southwestern H. S. located in Pulaski County won forestry, wildlife, and non-point source pollution sites on its way to winning the Kentucky Envirothon. Southwestern High School then finished 8th overall in the Canon Envirothon which was held at Hinds Community College, Raymond, MS. Fayette County 4-H Club team finished a close second-place by four points. Crittenden County High School was in third place over-all and was the first place FFA team. The other site winners with over-all place finish in parenthesis were Adair County (4th) in oral presentation, West Carter (5th) in Aquatics (won by a tiebreaker over the Fayette County 4-H team) and Muhlenberg County North High School (9th) won soils. The state competition was held May 10th and 11th at the Kentucky FFA Leadership Training Center in Hardinsburg, Breckinridge County. 10 teams qualified for the state competition through two regional competitions west - Jeffers Bend Environmental Center, Hopkinsville in Christian County & east - Cave Run Lake Twin Knobs Recreation Area near Morehead in Rowan County.  45 ​Teams from 33 counties (225 students) participated. 
During the 2002 Kentucky Envirothon the Fayette County 4-H Club won the state competition after finishing second during the 2001 Kentucky Envirothon. The Fayette County 4-H Club then went to the National Envirothon Contest held in Amherst, Massachusetts finishing 16th out of 49 teams (42 teams from U.S. and 7 from Canada).     

In the state competition, the Fayette County team won all 5 sites and the oral presentation at the Kentucky Leadership Center near Nancy. The 2nd and 3rd place teams were Southwestern High School in Pulaski County.   Jackson County was the top FFA team and represented Kentucky in the National FFA Natural Resource Contest. There were 41 teams in the state competition with over 200 students competing in the two regional competitions held at the Martin Home Place in Todd County and Cave Run Lake Twin Knobs Recreation Area near Morehead in Rowan County. 

During the 2003 Kentucky Envirothon the Fayette County 4-H Environmental Club team won 4 sites and the oral presentation on their way to defending their crown. The second and third place teams were Todd County High School and the Boyd County 4-H Club respectively. The fourth place team was Fleming County, winning the Agricultural Land Conservation & Preservation site by a tiebreaker with all three teams with perfect scores (Boyd County 4-H and Todd County High).  The top FFA team was Adair County High School, finishing fifth over all and representing Kentucky in the National FFA Natural Resource Contest. 
The Kentucky Envirothon competition was held at the Kentucky Leadership Center. The competition started with 36 teams from across the state contending for the top five spots from each of two regional competitions for the state competition. The regional competitions were held at Martin Home Place near Elkton, Ky. and Morehead State University Experimental Farm near Morehead, KY

The Fayette County 4-H Environmental Club finished eleventh at the 16th annual Canon Envirothon Championship. This was held at Mount Saint Mary’s College in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
During the 2004 Kentucky Envirothon the Fayette County 4-H Environmental Club won their third Kentucky championship in a row and finished in 4th place at the Canon Envirothon among 52 U. S. States and Canadian Provinces at Wesleyan College in Buckhannon, West Virginia.

The competition had 37 teams from across the state contending for the top three spots from three regional competitions and the top scoring team of the other teams for the tenth spot qualifying for the state competition. The three- sites were: East - Big Double Creek Picnic Area (Redbird District Daniel Boone National Forest) in Clay County West - Camp John Currie in Marshall County and Central - Kentucky State University Research Farm in Franklin County.
The second and third place teams were duPont Manual High School and the Oldham County High School FFA. Adair County High School FFA was the site winner in Soils, which was decided by a tiebreaker over duPont Manual High School. Fayette County Environmental Club won the other four sites which were Aquatics, Forestry, Wildlife, and Natural Resource Management in Urban Environments. They also took first place in the Oral Presentation. 
The 2005 Kentucky Envirothon winner was Woodford County High School representing Kentucky at the Canon Envirothon North American Program in Springfield, Missouri.  

. The competition started with 39 teams from across the state contending for the top three spots from three regional competitions and the top scoring team of the other teams for the tenth spot qualifying them for the state competition. The three- (3) Regional competition sites were: East – Feltner 4-H Camp in Laurel County, West - Camp John Currie in Marshall County and Central - Kentucky State University Research Farm in Franklin County. The State competition was held again at the Kentucky Leadership Center. 
Woodford County won the Forestry site and tied for first (winning the tie breaker) at the Wildlife site. Oldham County High School FFA finished second (1st in presentation, tied for first Wildlife site and was first place FFA team). Todd County FFA team won the Soils site and third overall. duPont Manual won the Aquatic Site finishing fourth and Jackson County FFA won the managing cultural landscapes site finishing seventh. 
The 2006 Kentucky Envirothon was a very close contest. With Louisville’s duPont Manual High School finishing with 424 points for a first place finish and representing Kentucky in the Canon Envirothon which was held at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Fayette County 4-H had 423.6 points for a second place finish and Oldham County FFA Team 1 had 421.4 for a third place finish. Oldham County FFA team 1 was the top FFA team and qualified to compete in the National FFA - Natural Resources & Environmental Career Development Event (CDE). 

The competition started with 45 teams from across the state contending for the top five spots from each of the two regional competitions with ten teams qualifying for the state competition held at the Kentucky Leadership Center. The regional competitions were held at The Trigg County Recreational Complex and at the Eastern Kentucky University Meadowbrook Farm, Madison County. Trigg County and Madison County Conservation District’s provided lunch at the perspective sites.
    The Fayette County 4-H team won the team presentation and Forestry site. Manual was the site winner in "Water Stewardship in a Changing Climate", Oldham County won the Wildlife site. Caldwell County won the Soils site and finished fourth overall. Southwestern High School (Pulaski County) won the Aquatics site on the way to an eighth place finish. 

The 2007 Kentucky Envirothon - Ten five-member teams arrived at the state finals following impressive regional performances held in Western and Eastern Kentucky, which narrowed the field from 38 teams. This is the 9th year for the Kentucky Envirothon competition; the Oldham County High School FFA team won top honors at the 2007 Kentucky Envirothon state finals in May at the Kentucky Leadership Center in Jabez. The Fayette County 4-H Environment Club took second place and Model High School in Richmond finished third. The regional competitions were held at the Trigg County Recreational Complex and at the Eastern Kentucky University Meadowbrook Farm, Madison County. Trigg County and Madison County Conservation District’s provided lunch at the perspective sites.
The 2008 Kentucky Envirothon-The state finals were held May 20-21 at the Kentucky Leadership Center in Jabez. The top honors went to the Model High School who went on to represent Kentucky at the National Canon Envirothon and finished 11th out of 54 teams. Second place went to Southwestern High School and third place went to Oldham Co. FFA. The regional competitions were held in April and Pennyrile State Forest and Morehead State University. In total 31 teams competed. Special thanks went to all of our genourous sponsors which included several Conservation Districts, local businesses in the Morehead area, and of course the volunteers with whom we couldn’t do without. 
  The 2009 Kentucky Envirothon-The state finals were held May 21-22 at the Kentucky Leadership Center in Jabez. Top honors once again went to the Model High School who represented Kentucky well at the Canon Envirothon and finished 14th out of 52 teams. Second place went to Fayette Co. and third place went to Oldham Co FFA who went on to represent Kentucky in the National FFA Career Development Event. The regional competitions were held on April 18th at the Pennyrile State Park and April 25th at the Morehead University Farm. In total, 35 teams competed. Special thanks went to sponsors who were represented on the 2009 Envirothon t-shirt that was given to each student participant thanks to a Canon Envirothon Grant. 
